Verbal Behavior Activity


Respond to each of the below examples by:

1. Underline the portion of the scenario to indicate the verbal behavior you are going to analyze.
2. Identify which verbal operant most closely captures the speaker’s behavior
3. Provide a brief 1-2 sentence explanation as to why you chose the verbal operant that you chose...include things like whether there was point-to-point correspondence, antecedent variables evoking the response or if the response was maintained by a generalized or specific reinforcer, for example. 
 
1. Will hasn’t seen anyone other than Carlos in over 4 weeks… he has since started texting all his friends asking them to come over. 



2. Jared was sitting in his living and saw a human walking on the sidewalk, out of the blue Jared jumped out of his chair and said, “Human!!” His brother Gabe who was in the kitchen just laughed and said, “Yes Jared, that is a human”.




3. Every time Carlos and his friends talk on Zoom and someone says, “Cool Beans”, Carlos immediately says, “Cool Beans!” 




4. Will and Brennan were working on making questions for the VB activity and were conversing back and forth about the verbal behavior, Skinner, and Covid-19. At one point Will said, “hang on, I need to fill up my drink.” Brennan said, “okay boo, you do you!” and they continued to go back and forth. 





5.  A group of friends are walking toward a building that appears haunted. Cindy exclaims, “Maybe we shouldn’t go in there. It looks a little iffy. I don’t want to end up as a character in a horror movie. Let’s go the other way.”

6. Tomas is petrified of ghosts! One day he and his friends decide to go camping.  As the sun begins to set behind the trees everyone starts to gather around the fire. After a little while Gabriel says, “let’s tell ghost stories!” Brennan says “great idea, I’ll start…. It was cold night but not too cold… and they all suddenly felt a cold chill.” Tomas rapidly interrupted exclaiming, “Stop!” I think we should do something else… ya know… like catch up or something”, he said sheepishly.




7. David and James are hanging out at James’s house when James’s cat walks in front of David. The cat looks at David and meows. David tells James “Oh, my cat is asking you to open the closet door for her.” The cat meows again and David opens the closet door for the cat. The cat immediately runs inside the closet. 




8. Rene is at Guitar Center preparing to buy a new acoustic guitar. As Rene is checking out, the Guitar Center employee tells Rene, “I am going to need your number to enter it in the system.”  Rene says “972” and the clerk repeats “972”. Rene says “843” and the clerk repeats “843”. Rene then says “7346” and the clerk says “7346”. Once the number is entered, the check-out is finished, and Rene takes his new guitar home. 



 
9. Monica hasn’t gone on a first date in quite a while and is feeling a little nervous. When she arrives at her date, she spills water on herself and right before her date arrives rushes to the bathroom and tries to dry the water off her blouse with paper towels. 



10. Ted is at home during the Corona-Virus Pandemic of 2020. He is insanely bored and decides that reading a new novel would be a productive activity that he could engage in. The first sentence of the novel is, “On a cloud in a realm outside the understanding of human thought…” and Ted says in his head “On a cloud in a realm outside the understanding of human thought.” 
